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ELECTIONS 2010

FOIAnet Steering Committee
The Steering Committee of the Freedom of Information Advocates Network is a key element of the FOIAnet. By periodically changing the membership of the steering committee the FOIAnet aims allow many organizations working on the right to know to get involved in strengthening the network and ensuring that it meets the needs of its members.

The functions of the FOIAnet Steering Committee are to:
· Bring expertise and ideas to the FOIAnet from a diverse range of communities and regions; 
· Oversee approval of membership of new organizations; 
· Oversee funding of the FOIAnet, contributing ideas and helping the Coordinator with fundraising proposals;
· Work with the Coordinator and the network itself to promote Right to Know Day on 28th September each year; 
· On occasions you could be asked to represent the FOIAnet at events, this would be optional and in the past has not happened very often; 

· Discuss with the FOIAnet Coordinator when and how to organize new elections.
· Promote the Right to Know and the FOIAnet.

The Steering Committee is made up of 7 members, one of whom is the Chair. The Chair is the nominee who receives most votes in the elections. The role of the Chair is the same as those of the other members but they also become the primary spokesperson for the network.
In the 2006-2010 period the members of the Steering Committee were: Helen Darbishire (Chair, Access Info Europe), Andrea Figari (Transparency International Secretariat) Andres Mejia (IPYS Colombia), Gergana Jouleva (AIP, Bulgaria), Asem Rababa (Adaleh Center For Human Rights), Kristin Adair (formerly National Security Archive), and Nana Oye Lithur (Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, Ghana)

Your Network Needs YOU!
You do not need 5 PHDs and 30 years of experience to nominate yourself as a member of the Steering Committee.   
What we would expect from you
· A commitment to Freedom of Information 
· Space in your in-box to look at an e-mail every couple of weeks from the Coordinator 
· Desire to promote the FOIAnet within your own communities
· Ideas to promote Right to Know Day and develop the FOIAnet
· An intention to continue working in this field and to keep in touch with us for a couple of years
· A willingness to contribute to proposals written by the Coordinator
What you can expect from the Coordinator and the Network

· A commitment to freedom of information
· Support in handing over from the old steering committee

· Openness to your ideas
· Administrative help and information about how FOIAnet works now
· Writing of proposals and updating of the website
· Ideas to promote right to know day and develop FOIAnet
ELECTIONS 2010
The schedule for the elections is as follows: 

1) Nominations for Steering Committee – opens 2nd July, deadline Thursday 15th July 2010
2) Voting opens Monday 19th July 2010 – Monday 26th July 
3) New SC announced Tuesday 27th July - first conference call convened early September 2010. 
How to nominate yourself
1. Nominations: anyone working for a member organization may nominate themselves for membership of the steering committee. 

You should send a short biography (max 300 words) and a short description of what you would do for the FOI Advocates Network if you were to be elected a member of the Steering Committee (max 300 words). It would also be great if you could send a picture of yourself.
If you have decided to nominate yourself send your bio, your statement of interest and your photo (optional) to Lydia@access-info.org. Once sent your nomination will be published on the FOIAnet website, but if you want to publish it immediately you can also publish it on your page of the FOIAnet social network, http://foiadvocates.ning.com/.
2. Voting: The procedure is very simple: 

· Every member organization gets to vote for seven candidates;
· The voting will be via a password-protected section of the FOI Advocates website;
· Jan Jaeger, our IT consultant on this project, will be sending every main contact person of each organisation a password before the voting opens (by Monday 19 July at latest);
· You can vote for up to seven (7) of the candidates. So, for example, if there are 18 candidates, you should select  7 of them; you cannot vote more than once for any candidate; 
· The voting is secret in the sense that the data is collected on the computer and only the IT consultant, Jan Jaeger, will have access to this; neither the Coordinator nor anyone else will be able to see who voted for whom; 
· We will publish the final results. 
· The seven candidates with the highest scores will become the new members of the Steering Committee; the candidate with the highest number of votes will become Chair, providing that he/she accepts this role; if not the Chair will be offered to the candidate with the next highest number of votes. 
3. Formation of new Steering Committee: The SC will liaise by e-mail with the Coordinator and will agree a date for a fist skype meeting in September. If possible the old members of the steering committee will also join this call.
And if you don’t want to nominate yourself don’t forget to…..
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