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FOIAnet Election Nominees 2010
Thirteen Members Nominated for the FOIAnet Elections
The election nominees for the next steering committee of the FOIAnet have now been finalised. Thirteen members of organizations of the FOIAnet have proposed themselves as ready to help steer the network over the next period and ensure that it meets the needs of its members. Member organizations will now have one week, from Monday 19th – Monday 26th July to vote for the individuals who they feel will best help support the FOIAnet. 
The FOIAnet steering committee has seven members at any one time. Member organizations will each be able to vote for seven of the nominees. The nominee who receives the most votes will become the new chair of the Steering Committee.

Below you will find a list of the nominees.
1. Andrea Figari

2. Codru Vrabie

3. Eduardo Bertoni 

4. Emilene Martínez Morales 

5. Fola Adeleke

6. Gergana Jouleva

7. Gilbert Sendugwa 

8. Said Essoulami

9. Sharon Polsky

10. Shushan Doydoyan

11. Sohini Paul 

12. Taranath Dahal

13. Toby Mendel

1. Andrea Figari

Argentina, Global Programmes Manager, Transparency International -SAFE and Advocacy 
Andrea holds a degree in Political Science, specialised in International Relations from the Catholic University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, with post graduate studies in Harvard University’s Hauser Center for Non Profit Organisations. From 1986 until 1999 she was a senior political advisor to Greenpeace and the Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition (ASOC), as part of an international team focusing on international treaties and conventions, such as the UN Convention for Environment and Development and the Antarctic Treaty. Ms Figari was also the Executive Director for Greenpeace Argentina, from 1992 until 1994. During these years she did advocacy work in Latin America and coordinated national, regional and international campaigns for Greenpeace and ASOC. From 1994 until 2002 she was a consultant on organisational development and training for small and medium companies and entrepreneurs in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Brazil. Andrea speaks Spanish, English, German, Portuguese, Italian and French. 
2. Codru Vrabie
Indeed, I always start my profile with the words "trainer and consultant on good governance and good administration"... And people ask, of course, "what makes him an expert?!?" I'm just a civil society activist, I'm interested and I'm involved... I believe we can make good use of FOI legislation, if we seek to achieve legitimate goals... I have two very specific directions in mind, and I believe we can develop them both during the next mandate of the Steering Committee. I know I'll be working on both of them, irrespective of whether you'll trust me on this Committee or not :)

I first encountered FOIA as a student in Bulgaria, in the mid-90s. Then, in 2001, while working with the Center for Legal Resources, I was invited to assist the creation of the Romanian law on access to information. In 2002, while I joined TI-Romania, I started using FOI legislation, monitoring FOI implementation, suggesting reforms for FOI oversight... Soon thereafter, in 2003-04, I started training fellow NGOs, journalists and civil servants on the proper use and implementation of FOI, with IRT, IPP, CJI, APD--almost all Romanian members of FOIadvocates :) In 2007, I interned for Access-Info, then worked on a parliamentary procedure for improved public participation in the proceedings of the Romanian Parliament. I failed in my 10 months at Parliament, just as I may have failed in my 3 years at the Integrity Council--but, at least, I opened to the public all the decisions related to the Integrity Agency. For the next 3 years, I'll "preach" the virtues of FOI legislation as training coordinator with the Advocacy Academy.

Statement of Interest

So, I told you that I've been thinking of two directions: One relates to purpose--spreading and upgrading the use of FOI legislation. That includes not only traditional NGOs and government institutions, but also trade unions and business associations. I believe transparency can avoid crises, can support development, can increase the quality of governance, and FOI is merely a stepping stone for public participation in decision-making, policy-making and legislative processes. The other direction relates to motivation--protecting whistleblowers that provide us with information withheld by governments. That includes support networks, legal reforms, as well as cultural changes in the workplace. And the more whistles get blown, the better we'll be prepared to participate, to partake in governance, to take on decisions, policies and legislation!

I'm not asking for your votes, and I'm not making promises, for I'm not a politician... I only ask that you vote! Vote for such candidates that can relay your vision and expand your horizons :) I know it's a tough job, but you gotta do it! ;)

3. Eduardo Bertoni

Eduardo Bertoni is the Director of the Center for Studies on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information (CELE) at Palermo University School ofLaw, Argentina. He was the Executive Director of the Due Process of Law Foundation (DPLF) until May, 2006. Previously, he was the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights at the Organization of American States (2002-2005) and a former fellow of the Human Rights Institute at Columbia University School of Law. Mr. Bertoni has also worked as a private lawyer in Argentina and has been a legal advisor for several nongovernmental organizations in his country. He has also worked as an advisor to the Department of Justice and Human Rights in Argentina. He holds a Masters in International Policy and Practice from the Elliot School of International Affairs, George Washington University. Mr. Bertoni was appointed Professor of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure at the School of Law of Universidad de Buenos Aires, where he has taught undergraduate and graduate courses. He was also an Adjunct Professor at the School of Law, George Washington University. Mr. Bertoni has written several publications on the right to freedom of expression, judicial reforms and international criminal law and has given lectures and conferences in several countries on these issues.
Statement of Interest

Studying access to information laws in a number of countries has shown me not only how important the principle is, but also how far its influence extends.  A few weeks ago, I shared a New York Times article with my FOIAnet colleagues that showed how India´s Right to Information law has helped and empowered the poor. This article gives one example of what I find most significant about access to information legislation - its ability to improve lives. Access to information is not merely an abstract legal issue, but a principle that can have concrete results.

It is for this reason that having a forum like FOIAnet is so important. I would like to be part of the Steering Committee so that I can help improve and expand this valuable network. I hope to increase the number of members by working on outreach activities like Access to Information Day, as well as advancing our efforts at making our work available in other languages.

4. Emilene Martínez Morales
Emilene Martínez Morales is Deputy Director of the National Security Archive’s Mexico Project and also coordinates its transparency initiatives in Latin America. She is based in Washington, D.C.  A Mexican citizen, she completed her master’s degree in International Relations at Tecnológico de Monterrey in Monterrey, Mexico, where she previously received an undergraduate degree and a graduate fellowship. 

Emilene has been working on access to information issues since 2001 and has made presentations on freedom of information in public briefings in Europe and the Americas. Emilene has done consulting work for FOI oversight bodies in Mexico and Chile. 

She is the coordinator of México Infórmate, a civil society initiative to open a dialogue through the media about the importance of open government and freedom of information at the national and local levels. México Infórmate celebrates activities throughout the week when Right to Know day is observed.
She has extensive experience in filing and processing FOI requests and appeals in Mexico and the United States. Emilene has also organized numerous events to train civil society, journalists, academics and the media on how to file access to information requests. She has published extensively on right to know issues and currently blogs about transparency and access to information at Mexican newspaper El Universal (http://blogs.eluniversal.com.mx/mxicoinf/). 

Statement of Interest

What I would do…

As a member of the steering committee, I would like to encourage partnerships across member organizations in different countries and facilitate the exchange of experiences outside the mailing list. 
I would work on strengthening our efforts in promoting Right to Know Day and in coordinating and documenting activities carried out across different regions.  

I believe FOIAnet can particularly benefit from social media. As part of the steering committee, I would work with other interested members in designing strategies to allow us to use social networks effectively to disseminate information related to the right to know.

It would be a great honor to serve as part of the committee. If elected, I pledge to work with the rest of my colleagues to strengthen FOIAnet so it can better serve its members’ needs. 

5. Fola Adeleke
Fola Adeleke is the Open Democracy Advice Centre’s (ODAC) Research Coordinator. He coordinates research in the access to information and litigation units of ODAC. He has worked extensively assisting the advocacy community in various countries in Africa to review their access to information laws as part of ODAC’s regional work.  He holds a LLB and LLM degree from the University of Cape Town.
Statement of Interest

ODAC is a specialist law centre working in the areas of access to information and whistleblowing. ODAC undertakes a number of initiatives which includes:
· Enhancing civil society access to public and private information through Access to Information laws.

· Promoting the fight against corruption by providing legal advice, support and case referral. 

· Supporting effective implementation of laws by assisting public institutions to develop policies and procedures. 

· Providing training to the public on using our access to information law

· Monitoring the implementation and use of the Promotion of Access to Information Act. 

As a member of the steering committee of FOIANet, I on behalf of ODAC would bring to the table our experience as the leading campaigner on the implementation of freedom of information in South Africa over the last ten years and our efforts in providing support all over Africa not only to pass Freedom of Information legislation but also using the current legislative frameworks in some countries to advocate for a more transparent government.

I am particularly interested in becoming a member of the steering committee of the FOIAnet because it provides a unique platform for ODAC to tap into the immense international resources that this network supplies and to interact with an advocacy community that will help us in refining and improving our applied and comparative research in the area of freedom of information. 
6. Gergana Jouleva
Gergana was the initiator for the establishment of the AIP in 1996 and its passionate leader from that time on. Under her leadership the AIP has become among the most popular NGOs in Bulgaria known to 41 % of the population (in February 2010) with its permanent campaigning for access to information, around 40 opinions on FOI legislation in Bulgaria and other countries, more than 4,000 legal advices to journalists, NGOs and citizens and support of around 160 court cases. AIP played a key role for the active use of the right to know in Bulgaria measured with average 15,000 written requests yearly. 

Gergana, together with Helen Darbishire and a number of enthusiastic FOI activists who gathered in Sofia, Bulgaria in September 2002 established the FOIANet and World Right to Know Day. The international networking is part of the AIP activities in the years involving also membership to the European Civil Liberties Network (ECLN), The Access Initiative (TAI), European Citizen Action Service (ECAS). Gergana was an advisory board member of the Access-Info Europe, and is an advisory board member of Privacy International, member of editorial board of Freedominfo and is among the Statewatch contributors. 

She has contributed also to the development and the support to FOIANet in the years, including by the organization of international conference on FOI monitoring in 2004. She has made a lot of publications on FOI, many of which available online in English.
7. Gilbert Sendugwa
Gilbert Sendugwa works as Coordinator and Head of Secretariat for the Africa Freedom of Information Centre (AFIC), a pan-African organization promoting the right of access to information in Africa. A social worker by training Gilbert has previously worked and interfaced with challenges of lack of access to information in the sectors of health, education environment management, human and child rights.  At AFIC Gilbert’s efforts are geared towards building a coordinated continental approach to access to information by facilitating learning, information exchange and strengthening knowledge base on access to information in Africa. We hope to have built a strong continent wide network for the promotion of access to information. 

Statement of Interest

AFIC is a young organization/network promoting the right of access to information in Africa. My interest to sit on the FOIANET Steering Committee is driven by three main reasons:

a) Learning from processes and dynamics of FIOANET that has grown so tremendously to attract the interest of individuals and institutions from various continents

b) Facilitate synergies between AFIC, FOINET  and other network as well as member sof the various FOI networks 

c) Contribute to the growth of FOIANet by making inputs and ideas from time to time.  

In summary, my membership will enable my learning, sharing and contributing to the development of FOI initiatives around the world. 
8. Said Essoulami

President of the Arab Freedom of Information Network

Coordinator of the Moroccan National Freedom of Information Coalition

Coordinator of the Arab Media Freedom of Information Committee

Director of the Centre for Media Freedom in the MENA region 

 

AFOINET has published numerous studies and survey on access to information in countries such as Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Bahrain. These studies concerns journalists, business, local councils, environment, consumers, parliamentarians, academic research, egov etc.. We are now engaged in a new strategy vis a vis the issue of transparency of the Arab League and other regional public institutions and enlarging our network to NGOs in Kuwait, Tunisia, Algeria, Yemen and Iraq. We managed until now to create since 2008 three national access to information coalitions in Jordan, Egypt and Morocco and in May 2010 a committee made of 12 media professionals from the region which will work for the defense of journalists’ right to information.   

Statement of Interest

I will bring to Foianet new dimension mainly the activation of advocacy for access to information laws in countries which do not have laws yet and extend our debate to related issues such as environment, scientific research, local councils, etc. I would also support partnership of our Network with other networks of journalists, parliaments, librarians, business etc.

 

My dream is to organise an international conference for Foianet in Marrakech so that we can bring access to information right in the agenda of the civil society and governments in MENA region

9. Sharon Polsky
Sharon Polsky is President of AMINA Consulting Corp. and has specialized in data protection and information risk management for more than 25 years. Since 2007, she has served as the elected National Chair of the Canadian Association of Professional Access and Privacy Administrators, and as the Editor in Chief of The Winston Report, the journal of the access and privacy profession in Canada. Prior to that she served as the Policy Director for CAPAPA.
Sharon is a frequent speaker and lecturer in the areas of data protection, access and privacy, information security, cyber‑liability, and the implications of emerging technologies. Ms. Polsky has been an adjunct instructor at SAIT Polytechnic and the University of Calgary, and for Insurance Institutes across Canada since 2001. She was a key contributor to the Canadian Professional Insurance Broker national certification program. She was also instrumental in developing the Canadian National Competency Standards and the Professional Certification Program for Information Access and Privacy Professionals in Canada. 
Ms. Polsky has spoken before the Canadian Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs on privacy implications of proposed federal legislation; authored papers relating to legislative amendments; and was invited to submit recommendations to the Information Commissioner of Canada addressing the modernization of federal privacy and access laws. She has also been invited to speak on related topics of Access Information Assessments, international data protection agreements, online fraud and cybercrime, and the future of Information Access and Privacy in Canada.
Ms. Polsky is an executive member of the Canadian Bar Association - Privacy and Access Law Section. She is also one of few civilian members of the Society for the Policing of Cyberspace; Past President of the Disaster Recovery Information Exchange in Western Canada; a member of the CAPAPA Certification and Accreditation Advisory Board; and has served as a member of the National Advisory Committee for the University of Alberta Information Access and Protection of Privacy Program. 
Statement of Interest

1. Why do you want to be on FOIAnet’s Steering Committee? 

My experience with data protection for organizations in the public and private sectors across Canada, and my work with members of law enforcement agencies across Canada, have afforded me a unique perspective on the needs and awareness levels amongst Canadians and the organizations they deal with and represent (both in Canada and abroad). From a national and international perspective, there is a great need for increased awareness about access and privacy rights and responsibilities.

From my experience as National Chair of the Canadian Association of Professional Access and Privacy Administrators since 2007, I am aware that many colleagues in the access and privacy profession across Canada are equally in need of greater awareness of both access and privacy, the importance of being well-versed in both disciplines, and how those disciplines relate and respond to each other.  

Fundamental to all of this is the reality that there is a serious need to ensure Canadians have a reliable and strong voice to protect their democratic rights and freedoms that are at risk through international agreements and pressures. 

Collaborating with international colleagues through FOIAnet would facilitate efforts to increase awareness about access to information rights, policies, and procedures; and doing that in a coordinated international manner would go a long way to ensuring cohesive standards and practices.

2. What specific skills or experiences do you have that make you the best candidate for the Steering Committee? 
(a) Executive-level business management experience in for‑profit entities, and Board experience for non-profit entities;

(b) Extensive experience in legal and contract analysis;
(c) Public speaking and adult education experience, including significant experience gathering/developing, analyzing and reporting about the impacts of current and emerging legislation and technologies upon governments, businesses and individuals.
(d) Familiarity with and understanding of the complexities involved in contemporary data creation, management, and delivery and the potential impacts of emerging technologies.
10. Shushan Doydoyan
Shushan Doydoyan, PhD, is the founder and president of the Freedom of Information Center of Armenia since 2001. Ms. Doydoyan is an FOI activist who initiated and promoted adoption of the Armenian FOI Law in 2003. Mrs. Doydoyan was a Steering Committee member of the FOI Advocates Network in 2004-2006. She was also one of the founder members of the Access Info Europe. Her current work includes providing FOI trainings for civil servants and civil society groups, monitoring of implementation of the FOI Law of Armenia, organizing wide public campaign, providing legal advisory to the general public on access rights, developing manuals and handbooks both for the general public and public servants of Armenia on how to use and how to implement the Armenian FOI Law. 

Mrs. Doydoyan is a professor at Journalism Department, Yerevan State University. She teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in “Media Law” and “Media Ethics”.  She has published more than 50 articles in both popular and scholarly journals on the subject of Freedom of Information. As a reporter, she worked for the Reporters Without Borders, Armenian Public Radio, Internews/Armenia and the Association of Investigative Journalists of Armenia.  
She has law and journalism backgrounds and is a Doctor of Philology since 2001.
Statement of Interest

My interest to be involved in the FOIANET Steering Committee is based on 2 main reasons:
1.  To realize more fresh ideas and activities more targeted at young people around the world to bring access to information benefits for meeting their interests and needs;

2.   To contribute to the growth of FOIANet, also involving more civic activists and NGOs from the Post Soviet union region with the most secrecy traditions.
11. Sohini Paul
My name is Sohini Paul and I work as a Senior Project Officer in the Access to Information Programme at the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), New Delhi, India. I have been working in the area of right to information for the last six years since 2004 and was part of the advocacy campaign for the enactment of India’s Right to Information Act. Presently I coordinate CHRI’s Right to Information programme in South Asia and also moderate an e-discussion group on RTI in South Asia called South Asian Right to Information Advocates Network (SARTIAN). My work on right to information involves training representatives of civil society organizations and government officials, research and advocacy, bringing out publications, promotion of RTI and spreading awareness about it. The countries I am currently working in, in an intensive manner include India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Maldives. Over the years I have developed partnerships between CHRI and a large number of civil society organizations, media and government officials working on the issue of right to information in the region.

Statement of Interest
RTI is a recent phenomenon in our part of the world. Pakistan was the first country to enact a FOI ordinance in 2002, followed by India, Nepal and Bangladesh. The other countries such as Maldives and Sri Lanka have draft FOI Bills. It is important that FOI advocates in this region connect with others working on the same issue in different parts of the world to know and learn from their experiences. One of my interests is to promote RTI in this region and to bring FOIAnet into closer contact with the regional community including the members of SARTIAN and other groups working on RTI in the region. This will also help in better communication, cooperation and learning among RTI networks.  

12. Taranath Dahal
Taranath Dahal is one of the prominent journalists of Nepal. He has been in the professional journalism of Nepal for the past 23 years. Mr. Dahal has established his good name as the Right to Information (RTI) activist and pioneer. He has initiated the RTI movement in Nepal when he was the general secretary of Federation of Nepali Journalist (FNJ). 
He has been in the frontline of RTI movement in Nepal which has the history of more than one-and-half decade since 1990. Similarly, he was the member of RTI draft committee formed for the first time and served as the government taskforce of RTI Bill in Nepal for two times. 
He has authored several books, research papers, working papers and write-ups on RTI and compiled and edited journals on RTI, press freedom and freedom of expression. Besides this, he has delivered various training and lectures as key note speakers on RTI in and outside the country. 
Currently Mr. Dahal is the chairperson of Freedom Forum-a leading civil society organization working for the cause of promoting RTI and freedom of expression in Nepal. Freedom Forum has accomplished substantial works on RTI whether that be in creating pressure for the enforcement of RTI Act, or be in spreading public awareness or in rendering analysis and recommendations, in bringing it into practice and in promoting information culture in Nepal. 
The major accomplishment of Freedom Forum in this area is its initiative for drawing up Agenda for Change on Freedom of Expression and Right to information in Nepal which includes comprehensive plan for strengthening these themes in Nepal. It was accomplished on the collaboration with ARTICLE 19 and Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) and Mr. Dahal played lead role to chart out the long-term strategy and plan in connection with establishing these themes in Nepal. 
In addition, Mr. Dahal is the chairperson of Citizens' Campaign for Right to Information (CCRI)-a network of prominent civil society organizations and individuals working for the cause of RTI in Nepal. It has been functional in policy reform, public awareness building and academic works on RTI. 
Besides, Mr. Dahal has substantial working experience in the areas of media policy reform, good governance and transparency.
13. Toby Mendel 
Toby Mendel is the Executive Director of the Centre for Law and Democracy, an international human rights NGO that focuses on providing legal expertise regarding foundational rights for democracy, including the right to information, freedom of expression, the right to participate and the rights to assembly and association. Prior to that he was for 12 years Senior Director for Law at ARTICLE 19, a human rights NGO focusing on freedom of expression and the right to information. He has provided expertise on these rights to a wide range of actors including the World Bank, various UN and other intergovernmental bodies, and numerous governments and NGOs in countries all over the world. In these various roles, he has on a number of occasions played a leading role in drafting legislation in the areas of the right to information and media regulation. Before joining ARTICLE 19, he worked as a senior human rights consultant with Oxfam Canada and as a human rights policy analyst at the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). He has published extensively on a range of freedom of expression, right to information, communication rights and refugee issues, including comparative legal and analytical studies on public service broadcasting, the right to information and broadcast policy.
Statement of Interest

In terms of my contribution to FOIAnet, I will bring a strong network of contacts from around the world. I would hope to use this network to focus some attention on getting new members in countries where our membership is weak. I would also like to try to stimulate more 'activity' from different countries, both in terms of posing questions and also providing country information. I would also like to use my experience of substantive issues on the right to information, but also of campaigning and programme development, to explore new possibilities for FOIAnet work. These might include, for example, more network-wide coordinated work (there have only been a few such exercises over the lifespan of FOIAnet, as far as I am aware), as well as ways to promote effective collaboration on the right to information between a few members.

